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RELATION:HIPS

BABY TALK

WHEN IS THE RIGHT TIME FOR

“THE CONVERSATION”?

or the first time in my life, I have

FINALLY YOU'VE MET THE ONE. met a man I'd like to marry. Not that

IT'S TAKEN A LONG WHILE TO I plan on telling him that. I'd much

FIND HIM AND NO\/\// WITH A rather pretend I have all th.e time i}]
BIOLOGICAL CLOCK TICKING, d the V"i(ljrlk.l and a ITI'OP?S"“L if 'theres
-HME |S UMH—ED BUT \/\/HEN H: E\/ER to be one, will happen when it’s meant to.

According to my friends I am deluded. And

SHOULD YOU RAISE THE LOADED jeopardising my future.
TOPIC, ASKS JACINTA TYNAN “Have you had The Conversation?”

asked a friend after the relationship had
passed the six-month mark.

“No. Why? Should I?”

“Are you kidding? You should have had it straight up. I always lay it on
the table: ‘Okay, just so you know, I want marriage and babies so if you don't, it’s
best we end this now." You need to know if it’s going somewhere. You can't be
wasting time. Not at our age.”

Our age is 35-plus, when letting love chart its natural course seems to no
longer be an option. When getting to know someone before deciding to spend
the rest of our lives with them is a luxury we can't afford. How I wish I was 25,
when you could go out with a man for years and no one batted an eyelid. When
you could stay over four nights a week, spend Christimas with their family and
go overseas together without being expected to come home with a diamond.
When you could date someone without moving in, getting married or planning
a family, no questions asked. Now you've got six months.

“It’'s imperative to know if it’s going somewhere, especially when you reach
acertain age,” says psychologist Sky Innes. “If one of you wants to know if a future
is on the agenda, be transparent. If the other is threatened and kills it off, that's
okay. It means that you can meet someone with similar priorities sooner.”

Easier said than done. We all know women (for it is mainly women) who
linger in dead-end relationships far longer than they should, hoping their =
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